
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
May 12, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
May 12, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:32 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; 
George Sidhu, Engineering Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Mark Handzlik, 
Assistant Engineering Manager; Chris Shaff, Planning Engineer; Shawn Backman, 
Auditor; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; 
and Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson and Terri Cook. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Clerk of the Board Carpenter explained that the Minutes of 04/28/15 incorrectly included 
a request for contract authorization rather than a request for approval of Work Order No. 
3 under the existing Agreement for Professional Services with Semrau Engineering, and 
the correction would not change the scope of work or costs.  Discussion ensued regarding 
the proposed correction to the Minutes of April 28, 2015, which was separated from the 
Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Cook disagreed with correcting the Minutes as an 
authorization for a contract was requested and approved and Commissioner Robertson 
stated it was simply a matter of semantics as a contract already exists. 

Commissioner Littlefield moved to approve the correction to the Minutes of 04/28/15 as 
proposed.  

Commissioner Robertson stated he would move to approve the Consent Agenda for May 
12, 2015, if the Approval of Corrected Minutes of 04/28/15 was added back to the 
Consent Agenda.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for May 12, 2015: 
a. Approval of Corrected Minutes 04/28/15 

Approval of Minutes 05/05/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2618 - Voucher Nos. 3271-3347 ($543,268.74) 05/12/15 
c. Project Acceptance 

Sedro-Woolley Transmission Pipeline Leak (exploration work by Strider Construction)  
Morrison Road Line Extension (Mount Vernon) 

The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Manager Powell reported the following: 
• Presented a status update regarding the Sedro-Woolley Transmission Pipeline 

Replacement Project, including plans, bid date, proposed completion date, and 
South Skagit Highway road closure plans.  A copy of the letter to property owners 
affected by the road closure is included under Miscellaneous in Commission 
notebooks. 

• Macaulay & Associates completed a draft of the special benefit analysis for the 
proposed Mann Road LUD and found it to be both financially and economically 
feasible.  The proposed schedule is for Macaulay to present the analysis to the 
Commission on 05/19; prepare a resolution of intent to form the LUD for 
presentation on 6/2; schedule a public hearing for either 7/7 or 7/14 and publish 
notice for same; and prepare a resolution of formation following the hearing for 
either 7/14 or 7/21.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the proposed 
project and schedule for construction. 

• Contacted by John Petrish, Swinomish Indian Tribal Community, regarding an 
interlocal agreement for emergency repairs, similar to the interlocal with the 
Town of Lyman.  An interlocal has been prepared, reviewed by counsel, and has 



been presented to the Swinomish Senate.  Manager Powell stated he will bring the 
interlocal before the Commission once it is returned from the Swinomish Senate. 

• Attorney Gilbert is on vacation; IT Manager Chrysler is off today and HR 
Manager White is out sick. 

Engineering Manager Sidhu reported: 
• On Friday staff met with five contractors qualified to perform the work regarding 

the Sedro-Woolley Transmission Line Replacement Project.  Engineering 
Manager Sidhu commended Environmental Services Coordinator Trueman for 
going out ahead of the curve to inform agencies such as the Army Corp of 
Engineers and Department of Fish and Wildlife about the project and obtain 
necessary permits in much less time than normally required.  Discussion ensued 
regarding various aspects of the proposed project, including anticipated cost of 
replacement, adjusting budgets and/or delaying other capital improvement 
projects until costs for the replacement project are known and shifting crews to 
perform maintenance work on water system assets that have not been entered into 
the GIS system or their status is unknown.  Manager Powell stated that the crews 
will continue with O&M work and return later this year or early next year to 
construction depending on the budget. 

• Pavement restoration on the Old Day Creek Road Project is complete and 
temporary striping has been placed and once the asphalt rests for sufficient time, 
permanent striping will follow. 

Commissioner Cook asked about the article in the paper about a leak and if the pipeline 
should be replaced; Community Relations Manager Tate replied yes there was a leak that 
was repaired.  Manager Powell stated that the pipe is a 6-inch dead end line and not yet 
listed for replacement.  

Auditor Backman reported that she and Treasurer Dales will attend a rate setting 
workshop presented by Washington State Public Works Board and FCS Group on June 3 
at the Skagit Transit Center. 

CR Manager Tate reported that Evergreen Elementary School will be touring the WTP 
this week and read aloud a letter of thanks from Burlington Edison High School 
regarding their tour. 

Treasurer Dales reported that she and Auditor Backman have finished their first review of 
the annual finance report and there may be a couple of revisions, but the report will be 
submitted by the deadline. 

Under New Business, Manager Powell presented Resolution No. 2224-15, AN 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF PUBLIC UTILITY 
DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON, PURSUANT TO  
RCW 54.04.070 AND RCW 39.04.280, REGARDING REPLACEMENT OF THE  
20-INCH DIAMETER CONCRETE CYLINDER TRANSMISSION MAIN LOCATED 
AT 25227 SOUTH SKAGIT HIGHWAY, NEAR THE DISTRICT’S SEDRO-
WOOLLEY OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION PIPELINE CROSSING.  Manager Powell 
reviewed the proposed resolution and recommended adoption.  He stated that the Project 
was initially planned as an emergency repair under force account; however, the option of 
replacement was discussed at the work session on April 7 and now that it is a replacement 
project, the work will be by bid and the resolution will clarify the process for audit 
purposes.  Commissioner Cook moved to adopt Resolution No. 2224-15 as presented.  
The motion passed. 

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Powell stated that the letter to residents along the South 
Skagit Highway and alternate route maps regarding the road closure are under 
Miscellaneous in Commission notebooks. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson commented that home loan 
defaults continue to rise and the District is not gaining on the sale of new services.  
Discussion ensued regarding defaults, monitoring default accounts for non-payment and 
contacting property trustees regarding asset protection. 
  



Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of May 12, 2015 was adjourned at 
5:17 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


